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‘WAYANG KULIT’

ONE CHI

PASSION

has made him the coun rys youngest tok

dalang’, writes DENNI

IX-year-old Kamarul Bax-
hagi Kamarul Baisah, or
Aqgi, is blessed with aspe-
cial gift. -

Though he may have just
cently started schooling, heastﬁ
country’s youngest tok dalang
(wayang kulit puppetmaster and
storyteller).

Once he gets a hold of his shad-
oW puppets and goes on stage,
the Pasir Mas-born child, ,who is
the eldest of three boys; ‘surpris-
esand inspires many with his nat-
ural talent at manipulating tra-
ditional wayang kulit characters

" as Sri Rama and his favourite,
Maharaja Sura.

A focused and disciplined per-
former (despite being playful off-
stage), Kamarul Baihaqi presents
every wayang kulit character’s

lines well and speaks fluent Ke-
lantanese Malay, the traditional
 language of the popular art form.

R “Since | was 3, I enjoyed

ayang kulit. | have always fol-
q:gmy father to his shows,”
he said at the Tuanku Bainun
Children’s Centre in Taman Tun

$ "Dr‘Tsn:nail, Kuala Lumpur, recent-

the stories by himself” said K:
marul Baisah.

Along the way, he coached his

well as Indian
to suit Malay

tional Arts, Culture and Heritage
cademy (Aswata), who is also a

~ makyong lecturer, said Kamarul

~Baihaqi was px;obab]y first ex-
posed to wayang kulit while he
was still in h i"womb

y, and when he

uld only sleep to the music
‘wayang kulit” she said.

young son to perfect his move- Kama}u Baihagi’s talent was.

ormances dur-

> used to cryalot

classmates. However, he always
makes time to rehearse wayang
kulit in the evenings.

“We draw up daily and weekly
timetables for him, so that he has
an hour or two to focus on his

passion.

“While he still has a long way to
g0 to understand the classics
deeply, he is capable of tellmg
sxmple stories, which revolve

| princes defeating vil-
aid Zamzuriah, who is do-

science at Universiti Kebangsaan
Vialaysia. |
Kamarul Baihagqi plans to be—
come a successful tok dalang and
wayang kulit lecturer like his fa-
ther, who inherited his ancestors’
knowledge of shadow puppetry.
“I'want to master the tradition-
alform of wayang kulit. It enables
me to tell colourful stories to my
friends,” he said. -

- Kamarul Balhaqx performed a
wayang kulit piece titled, Shad-
ows, organised by kak:sem at the
Tuanku Bainun Children’s Cen-
tre recently.

It is based on the book of the

.same name by Maya Zaharudir

and illustrated by Shufltr
Shukardi. S



